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doing good by minimizing exploitation, it does the
greatest harm to mankind by destroying individuality
which lies at the root of all progress.

The State represents violence in a concentrated
and organized form. The individual has a soul, but as
the State is a soulless machine, it can never be weaned
from violence to which it owes its very existence.

What I disapprove of is an organization based on
force which a State is. Voluntary organization there
must be.

The Modern Review,  1935, p. 412

(As to whether in an ideal society, there should
be any or no government) I do not think, we need worry
ourselves about this at the moment. If we continue to
work for such a society, it will slowly come into being
to an extent, such that the people can benefit by it
Euclid's line is one without breadth but no one has so
far been able to draw it and never will. All the same it
is only by keeping the ideal line in mind that we have
made progress in geometry. What is true here is true
of every ideal.

It must be remembered that nowhere in the world,
does a State without government exist. If at all it could
ever come into being, it would be in India; for, ours is
the only country where the attempt has, at any rate,
been made. We have not yet been able to show that
bravery to the degree which is necessary and for the
attainment of which there is only one way. Those who
have faith in the latter, have to demonstrate it. In
order to do so, the fear of death has to be completely
shed, just as we have shed the fear of prisons.
Harijan,  15-9-'46